[Angiolymphoid hyperplasia with eosinophilia--report of a case with reference to the vascular changes and cell infiltrates in this disease].
We reported angiolymphoid hyperplasia with eosinophilia (ALHE) in a 47-year-old woman. The most characteristic histological findings were epithelioid endothelial cells with intracytoplasmic vacuoles, and remarkable arterio-venous (A-V) shunts. Mast cells, seen in the lesions, had no special relationship with eosinophils in their distribution. Degranulation of mast cells was not seen. Electron microscopic study revealed abundant cytoplasmic organellae and fine filaments in epithelioid endothelial cells. Immunohistochemical study revealed mixed infiltration of T and B lymphocytes, and polymorphous T-cell population in the lesions. These findings suggest that active vascular proliferations take place in the lesions of ALHE, that the eosinophilic infiltrate and mast cells may be independent of each other, and that the lymphocytic infiltrate probably is a reactive process. The vascular changes seen in Kimura's disease are characterized by a proliferation of capillaries with swollen, but not epithelioid, endothelial cells and vessels with lamellated adventitia. A-V shunts are not observed in its lesions. Therefore ALHE and Kimura's disease should be considered different entities.